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“To say that everything is rela-

tive is to put oneself in the ab-
solute position. To say, ‘we
can’t know the truth’ is to say,
‘I know the truth that there is
no truth.’”’

H.H. Srila Suhotra Swami
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IMPERSONALIST DEVOTEES

Question from Cit Sakti d.

January 1, 1998

Dear Guru Maharaja, how is that, that impersonalists
have to perform devotional service to attain Brahman?
Which kind? In addition, how can one take to devotional
service and simultaneously want to merge into the exis-
tence of the Supreme? (SB. 3.32.26. 3rd paragraph). In
this ca ction in the Bh 1-gita verse 8.15 Srila
Prabhupada writes in the purport: “This verse specifi-
cally mentions the personalist devotees of the Supreme
Lord, Krsna.” Then, are there also impersonalist devo-
tees? What are they doing?

Answer by Suhotra Swami

TJanuary 2, 1998

The simplest answer is that the Mayavadis are offenders
(mayavadr haya krsne aparadhi, in the words of Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu). They perform devotional service —
they hear the Bhagavad-gita, they chant the name of the
Lord, they worship the Deity, etc. However, they offend
the Lord by considering His form to be material. Thus,
He absorbs them into His Brahman effulgence, as He
does with the demons who He kills.

SELFLESS DEVOTION

Question from Laksmi-kuija d.d.
January 1, 1998

In one of your recent lectures in New Brahma-kunda
you were speaking about selfishness. That devotees are
completely selfless - they want to be even exploited by
Krsna. I was wondering about it in regard to the dealing
with the devotees. Sometimes I want to act selflessly in
the service to other devotees, but sometimes I feel to go
Just beyond my limit. When I am acting in this way the

false ego end the mind make revolution, “at least
something has to be for you!” I wanted to ask you
whether one should act for others regardless one’s con-
ditioning, or shell one leave there at least little bit of
space for “me and mine”?

Answer by Suhotra Swami

January 2, 1998

This question is answerable in a satisfactory only in
terms of the individual. Of course, we can say generally
that a devotee’s “selfhood” is that of a servant of guru,
Krsna and the Vaisnavas. Thus, his individual needs are
not to be negated. If they arc negated, then where is the
scope for service? How those needs are to be asserted is
an individual matter. The nature of the individual, his
service, and the time, place and circumstances are to be
taken into account. In any case, taking the position of a
servant, and engaging all of one’s possessions and re-
sources in service, is not voidism. This question you
raise is as if to ask - “Is there anything to be expected
after T have voided myself in service to the devotees?”
This is not the point at all. The negative premise is
wrong. The real premise is the positive loving relation-
ship of persons (devotees) with Krsna and through
Krsna with one another. Only in love is subordinating
the ego perfectly agreeable to the living entity. If there is
alack of love, such subordination is distressful.

ARJUNA’S INCARNATION

Question from Aprameya d.d.
January 3, 1998
From Bhagavad-gia (4.5, purport):

“Arjuna is one of these devotees, and in this verse it
is understood that some millions of years ago when Lord
Krsna spoke the Bhagavad-gita to the sun-god Vivas-
van, Arjuna, in a different capacity was also present.”

Does “different capacity” means another incarna-
tion of Arjuna (as in the story about Raktaja and Sve-
daja)? Could you please tell something more about Ar-
Juna’s being present on this particular occasion?

Answer by Suhotra Swami

January 3, 1998

1 know of no more specific information about this previ-
ous incarnation beyond Lord Krsna's statement in the
Gita.

THE TIME

Question from Aprameya d.d.
January 3, 1998
From Srimad-Bhagavatam (6.1.47, purport):

"Our past and future are not very difficult 1o under-
stand, for time is under the contamination of the three
modes of material nature.”

From Introduction to Bhagavad-gita:

"Material nature itself is constituted by three quali-
ties: the mode of goodness, the mode of passion and the
mode of ignorance. Above these modes there is eternal
time...”

I am a bit confused how the time is related with the
modes of nature?

Answer by Suhotra Swami

January 3, 1998

As Srila Prabhupada explains elsewhere, there is relative
time and there is absolute time. In the material world,
there is a difference between past, present and future. In
the spiritual world, there is not.
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WONDER

Question from Aprameya d.d.
January 3, 1998
From Srimad-Bhagavatam (6.2.34, purport):

“If at the time of death the devotee can remember his
own name, such as Krsna d. or Govinda d., he can be
saved from the greatest danger.”

I was wondering is it so with any other spiritual
name of a devotee?

Answer by Suhotra Swami, January 3, 1998
“I was wondering is it so with any other spiritual name

of a devotee?” — “Wonderment — that is the craziness of
the artist.” — $rila Prabhupada.

CONNECTION OF ANY DUTY
TO KRSNA

Question from Aprameya d.d.

January 3, 1998

Recently I heard an authoritative statement that it is not
good at the moment of death to think about our devo-
tional service, especially some plans which we couldn’t
Sfulfil, because then we will have to come back. Never-
theless, if I am at least trying to meditate and to con-
centrate my mind and intelligence on what I am sup-
posed to do in the sankirtana mission, it's quite possible
that I think about this instead of Krsna's form or pas-
times. I have heard from you that Srila Prabhupada said
thar we will have ISKCON in the spiritual world. Is it
really impossible to go back to this ISKCON in the
spiritual world, by the grace of the spiritual master and
Lord Caitanya, if we are thinking about our duties in
this “earthly” ISKCON?
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Answer by Suhotra Swami

January 3, 1998

Yes, if we perceive the connection between these duties
and Krsna. Our life’s duties must be connected to
something — Krsna or Maya (forgetfulness of Krsna).
Krsna consci is seeing the cc ion of every-
thing to Krsna. Even Vrtrasura saw his duty as a demon
~ to defeat Indra and thus revenge the killing of his
brother Vi§varlipa — in connection to Krsna. Thus, he
went home, Back to Godhead. Why someone would say
we should not think of this or that duty, I do not follow.
The real point is seeing the connection of the duty to
Krsna.

Comment from A$vasthanasa d.

January 4, 1998

“Why someone would say we should not think of this or
that duty. I do not follow.” I have a part of the class,
that, I suppose Aprameya d.d. was referring to when
asking.

1 hope the following quote will maybe help... (From
the class of a leading disciple of Srila Prabhupada,
Goteborg, 2.1.1998):

Question from Aprameya d.d.: “I wonder, it is said
about the materialists that in the moment of death they
remembering their unfinished plans and then they get...
What if devotee thinks at the time of death about his
devotional service, about what he is supposed to do?”

Answer: “That is not good. Even if as a devotee you
remember all kinds of plans what you want to do for the
satisfaction of Krsna you may have to take birth again
in order to do that for Krsna in next lifetime. That is
your desire, Krsna will fulfill it. Therefore even Srila
Prabhupada who had more plans than all of us put to-
gether, when his Godbrother Akificana Krsna d. asked
him if there was anything he wanted, Prabhupada said,
‘I have no desire.’ Then Akificana Krsna d. said, ‘Yes, it
is very good." He (Srila Prabhupada) just wanted to go
back to Krsna.”

Answer by Suhotra Swami
January 4, 1998
The point I am arguing is made clear in Queen Kunti’s
statement of $B. 1.8.25. She asked that she might be
placed in difficulty again and again up to the point of
death, because those difficulties bound her to Krsna...
thus she would see Krsna again and again even at the
time of death. In addition, in the [Sopanisad mantra, the
devotee prays to the Lord at the time of death, “Please
remember all the sacrifices I have made for you.
What is here referred to is also illustrated by a story
told by Srila Prabhupada of the water-bringer in Jagan-
ndtha Purf who was too busy to take darsana of the
Lord, though his duty was to bring water each day for
the Lord’s service. Thus he died thinking of bringing
water, not Lord Jagannitha.

TRANSCENDENTAL PERSON

Question from Aprameya d.d.

January 12, 1998

The following question asked one guest in Geteborg
temple lecture:

“In The Book of Life Marchtinus is describing seven
levels: atoms, cells, organs, bodies, planets, galaxies,
and universes. He says there is a higher level above
universes and level under atom also. He states that if we
know what is above universes and below atom then we
can know what is the cause of and how to cure diseases.
Is there information about this subject in the Vedic lit-
erature?”

Note: This person studies “human technology,” the
devotees say that he is regularly attending the reading
of Krsna book in Govinda’s but has a hard time under-
standing that Krsna is a person and he has the tendency
to speculate.
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Answer by Suhotra Swami

January 12, 1998

Tell him to read my next book, Transcendental Person-
alism ~ Vedic Answers for the Human Situation, which
will be available next month.

REACTIONS FOR
OFF ING BHAKTA

Question from Kasya d.

January 18, 1998

In sixth canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam, after Narada
Muni | d the path of r to Daksa’s
sons, Narada Muni was cursed by Daksa - not to have
any residence anywhere while traveling all over the
universe, what actually Narada considered to be boon.
Please, do you know what kind of reaction did Daksa
receive for cursing Narada Muni?

Answer by Suhotra Swami

January 18, 1998

There are three kinds of piety (sukrti) — in terms of
karma, jiiana and bhakti. Similarly, reactions for of-
fenses are of three kinds. Since Daksa’s offense was
against a great bhakta, the reaction is to be primarily
understood in terms of bhakti: that his possibility of ever
achieving love of Godhead is permanently blocked until
that offense is removed.

DISTINGUISHING VAISNAVAS

Question from Mahakirti d.

January 28, 1998

Is there any quotation related to the following subject:
“One should not judge other Vaisnavas as far as

their adhikara is concerned (you are madhyama, he is

kanistha....) or also designate Vaisnavas in some other
way”

Answer by Suhotra Swami
January 28, 1998
Well, T hope that you know that in $r7 Upadesamrta,
Srila Prabhupada gives indications for distinguishing
devotees by adhikara. In Sri Caitanya-caritamrra,
where Lord Caitanya is blasphemed by Praka$ananda
Sarasvati, those devotees who came to the Lord ex-
pressing their pain at hearing this blasphemy but who
were not able to oppose it are identified as kanistha-
adhikarts. 1 have seen a translation of Vaisnava-
siddhanta-mala (forgive me if it turns out to be another
work, but T am pretty sure this is the one) by Srila
Bhaktivinoda Thakura in which he says that a mad-
hyama adhikart of necessity of hing distinguist
devotees by adhikara. I do not know of a quotation that
says Vaisnavas should not be distinguished by adhikara.
There might be one. Then its application would have to
be squared with the above references. Quotations like
arcye visnau Siladhir gurusu nara-matir vaispave jati-
vasya va naraki sah advise us not to think of
s in terms of caste. Somebody could try to turn
adhikara into another kind of casteism. One way, per-
haps, would be to derisively label a devotee whose
service is full-time pitja as being “only a kanistha.”
Now, Srila Prabhupada himself said that a qualified
brahmana engaged in pizja is an example of a kanistha.
He also said that a kanistha who dedicates everything to
Krsna is a pure devotee.

Given the rule (seen in Caitanya-caritamrta regard-
ing Ramacandra PurT) that praising someone’s qualities
can be accepted but we should not find fault in those
qualities, it would seem to me that the conclusion is that
recognizing someone as a kanistha should be an item of
praise, not an item ol blame. After all, Lord Caitanya
Mahaprabhu took the position of not being a devotee at
all... He declared himself a Mayavadi sannyasi.
Prabhupada likewise said one should not think himself a

Vaignava, but only the servant of a Vaisnava. From this
humble position, to say somebody else is a kanistha is 10
say he is superior to onc’s own self, who is not a devo-
tee of any kind.

Comment by Jan Mares

January 28, 1998

I would like to point to threc Srimad-Bhagavatam verses
(3.29.17-18, 4.8.34) which support the necessity of ad-
hikara-based distinguishing among devotees. Regarding
‘the other way of designating Vaisnavas there is a file
“yaisvarn.txt” in the file area of the Krsna Katha confer-
ence, a compilation of verses rejecting vaisnave jati-
buddhi attitude.

Comment from AC Bhaktivaibhava Swami
February 3, 1998
“...it would secem to me that the conclusion is that recog-
nizing someone as a kanistha should be an item of
praise, not an item of blame. After all, Lord Caitanya
Mahaprabhu took the position of not being a devotee at
all... He declared himself a Mayavadi sannyasi.
Prabhupada likewise said one should not think himself a
Vaignava, but only the servant of a Vaisnava...”

These are important points. Thanks for sharing them
with us.

Comment from Jaya Tirtha Charan d.

February 4, 1998

In Paficaratra-Pradipa there are some very nice state-
ments that help us to be a little more appreciative of
cach other (page 261), what to speak of Bhaktivinoda
Thakur's S/ Caitanya Siksamrta Chaplers Three &
Four. After all who can criticize in the bath-room of
devotional activity, pointing the finger at others eic.,
(either waiting to enter into the shower, or cleansing off)
while we ourselves (at least for my part) am still in the
shower, scrubbing and finding more and more about
myself daily.




Answer by Suhotra Swami

January 28, 1998

Well, in the purport Srila Prabhupada says the visva-
mirti they saw was a visualization of the form of the
Lord everywhere that appeared out of their mood of
separation from Krspa. Though a visualization, it was
not false nor imaginary. In the 11 chapter of the Gira,
the visva-riipa was revealed by Krsna at Arjuna’s re-
quest. In doing so, the Lord had a particular purpose....o
show Arjuna that the outcome of the battle at Kuruksetra
was already decided. This form, Krsna declared, is that
of destructive time. Arjuna was frightened by it
Prabhupéda said this fearful form is not loved by devo-
tees. No details are given about exactly what Uddhava
and Vidura saw. The mood of the darsana surely was
different from that experienced by Arjuna. They saw the
Lord everywhere in love, but Arjuna saw that Krsna’s
awesome power is inescapable. I do not know about the
details of WHAT Uddhava and Vidura saw, but HOW
they saw it was clearly different.

THE

T ESSENTIAL RULE

Question from Kasya d.

February 1, 1998

In Bhagavad-gita (16.6), in purport it is mentioned:
“One should perform duties in the light of authoritative
scripture. This mentality is called divine. One who does
not follow the regulative principles as they are laid
down in the scriptures and who acts according to his
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obedience to the regulative principles of scriptures?

Answer by Suhotra Swami

February 01, 1998

The essential rule of scripture is smartavyah satatarin
h..., one should remember Krsna always and never
forget him. There are those who follow certain portions
of the scriptures with the intention of forgetting Krsna.
For example, demigod worshipers. This is asuric. Those
who follow with the intention of rsm;mherm;, Krsna are
Sil bhaktir uttama.

devotees. Anuk krsna

ORIGINAL RELATIONSHIP
WITH KRSNA

Question from Ekatma d.

February 4, 1998

Reading recent “Dandas” and hearing one of your lec-
tures in Sweden, a question came into my mind. There
were few previous texts on the subject of our relation-
ship to Krsna or to Narayana.

Earlier in Danda it was mentioned that the desires of
the soul in the material world are perverted reflections
of our original spiritual desires. The whole material
world is working around sex desire, which is originally
manifest as pure conjugal love of Krsna. It seems to me
that every soul has ah relationship with Krspa on
Goloka Vmdavana where the madhurya-rasa is promi-
nent and all the other rasas are engaged in its service,
whereas in Vaikuntha the aisvarya mood is prominent.

Goloka? If so, is everyone expanded also to Vai-
kuntha/other places? Please forgive my chaotic ques-
tion, I had a hard time getting it together.

Answer by Suhotra Swami

February 4, 1998

Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu taught the philosophy of
acintya-bheda-abheda tattva. This ph phy is nicely
presented by Srila Baladeva Vidyabha$ana in his Go-

inda-bhasya cc on Vedantc ra. The po-
tencies of Brahman according to Srila Baladeva
Vidyabhiisana's ¢ y on Vedc (1.4.26),

Brahman has three potencies: para-sakti (visnu-Sakti),
apara-Sakti (ksetrajia or jiva-tattva) and avidya-sakti
(avidya-karman ot maya-sakti). The f Sakti is the
Lord’s personal svariipa-sakti which is also featured in
three energies: samvit (or jiana-Sakti, the power of
knowledge), sandhint (or bala-Sakti, the power of tran-
scendental manifestation) and hladini-sakti (the power
of bliss). The para-$akti as a whole, and specifically the
hia akti aspect, is none other than Stimat Rad-
harani (as per Govinda-bhasya 3.3.42); nondifference
between internal potencies.

In addition, in Govinda-bhasya (3.3 Srila
Baladeva Vidyabhiisana declares there is no difference
between the Lord and His para-$akti. Within His para-
Sakti there are attributes that are majestic on the one
hand (the Vaikuntha mood), and aspects that are sweet
on the other (the Vraja mood). There is no internal dif-
ference between the two. Following Baladeva Vidyab-
hisana, it is concluded that Vraja and Vaikuntha are two
aspects of the Lord’s pleasure pastimes. The same prin-
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ciple of identity is scen with regard to Lord Caitanya’s
pastimes in Navadvipa-dhama. The liberation of the jiva
means his entrance into the Lord’s pleasure pastimes by
way of loving devotional service. Thus, jiva is incorpo-
rated by the svariipa-§akti of the Lord, which manifests
as Vraja-dhama, Navadvipa-dhdma and Dvaraka-dhdma
(Vaikuntha) simultaneously. While there is no differ-
ence in ontology (i.e. reality) between these abodes,
there is nonetheless a variety that appears out of rasa or
the mellows (concentrations) of bliss. The madhurya-
rasa is the central rasa overall. This is the love relished
between Radha and Krsna, the love that is verily per-
sonified as Lord Gauranga, and the love manifested to a
degree between all and cor di

para-Sakti-tattvas (Laksmis). This rasa plays out in a
special way in each of the three regions of the spiritual
world. Vraja-dhama, the specific place of Radha and
Krsna’s transcendental loving intimacies, is known as
madhurya-dhama, the abode of sweetness; Vaikuntha,
where the Lord and His consort preside in almighty di-
vine majesty, is known as aisvarya-dhama, the abode of
opulence; and Navadvipa, where krsna-prema is freely
distributed, is known as audarya-dhama, the abode of
munificence. You want to know whether “everybody” is
originally in madhurya-rasa. In the sense that this is the
central rasa that all liberated devotees serve, the answer
is yes. For example, all the residents of Vrndavana relish
the loving pastimes of StT $rf Radha and Krsna. Thus,
the whole of Vraja-dhama is described as madhurya-
dhama. However, this does not mean that all the resi-
dents of Vrndavana are gopis. When Srila Prabhupada
was told of a group of disciples who were trying to cul-
tivate gopi-bhava, and who considered madhurya-rasa
“higher” than the vatsalya-rasa of Mother Yaoda, he
became furious. It is not that everybody is supposed to
be gopt, but some have “failed” the standard and are
obliged to be “only” Krsna's parents, friends and ser-
vants. Rather, the central rasa is madhurya-rasa, which
is the Lord’s own personal, transcendental enjoyment of
topmost concentration, and everybody serves that en-

joyment in a variety of ways. All these ways of service
are encompassed by the same para-sakti, visnu-Sakti or
hladini-sakti, who is none other than $rimati Radharani.

1R

PRAVRTTI OR NIVRTTI-MARGA

Question from Tattvavada d.

February 4, 1998

What is the relationship between pravrtti-marga and
ISKCON? (This came up while discussing with one
devotee from our eastern neighbor. He seems to get an
idea that there is maybe need to teach some principles
of pravrtti-marga, if people are not ready to take the
nivrtti or bhakti-marga.)

C d to that: If grhasth is performed
in our movement according to the instructions of the
spiritual master, does it have anything to do with
pravrtti-marga?

Answer by Suhotra Swami

February 4, 1998

As stated above, there is scope for it in that asrama.
This should not be taken to mean that all grhasthas are
pravrtti-margis.

BRAHMAN

Question from Kalatuta d.
February 11, 1998
I have two questions:

1. Is there any difference in Brahman realization for
devotees and impersonalists as far as their perception is
considered ?

2. Does Brahman realization includes different
stages according to what Srila Prabhupada said in
Bhagavad-gita, that there are three kinds of Brahman:

effulgence coming from the Lord, total sum of all living
entities and material energy?

Answer by Suhotra Swami

February 14, 1998

For a devotee, Brahman means Krsna and His cit and
acit-$aktis, or in other words spirit, matter and the con-
troller of both. That is the Absolute (all-inclusive)
Truth...the Brahman conception. Brahman is effulgent.
Hence the term brahmajyoti (the light of Brahman).
Both devotees and impersonalists see this light, but the
devotee prays that the light not obscure his darsana of
the Lord’s face. Such a prayer is found in ISopanisad.
The impersonalist wants to merge into the light.

GET CRAZY IN SEVA-KUNJA

Question from Madhura d.d.
February 17, 1998

When I was in Vndavana during the parikrama, we saw
a Seva-kuiij. That most special holy place is surrounded
by high walls, and we were told that nobody is allowed
to enter it during the night time because we would get
crazy. Why this happens?

Answer by Suhotra Swami

February 18, 1998

Regarding overnighting in Seva-kufij as a cause of mad-
ness, that is the story they tell, but T have not gotten this
confirmed from a reputable source. You could ask a
long-time resident of Vrndavana, for example my God-
brother Bhiirijana Prabhu, who is on COM. Personaily, I
have not given much importance to this story.







































